THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

has sufficient belief in the possibility of her own body being restored
by having children or performing the sexual act with a penis
having 'healing5 powers, she will also employ her heterosexual
position as an aid to mastering anxiety. Moreover, her heterosexual
position strengthens her sublimatory trends which aim at the
restoration of her mother's body, for it shows her that copulation
between her parents has not injured her mother, or at any rate
that it can restore her; and this belief, in turn, helps to consolidate
her in her heterosexual position.

What the girl's final position is going to be will also- depend,
given the same underlying conditions, upon whether her belief in
her own constructive omnipotence comes up to the strength of her
reactive trends. If it does, her ego can set up a further aim to be
fulfilled by her restitutive trends. This is that both her parents
should be restored and should once more be united in amity. It is
now her father who, in her phantasies, makes restitution to her
mother and gratifies her by means of his health-giving penis;
whilst her mother's vagina, originally a dangerous thing in phantasy,
restores and heals her father's penis which it has injured. In thus
looking upon her mother's vagina as a health- and pleasure-giving
organ, the girl is not only able to call up once more her earliest
view of her mother as the 'good' mother who gave her suck, but can
think of herself, in identification with her, as a healing and giving
person and can regard the penis of her partner in love as a 'good'
penis. Upon an attitude of this kind will rest the successful develop-
ment of her sexual life and her ability to become attached to her
object by ties of sex no less than of affection and love.

As I have tried to show in these pages, the final outcome of the
infantile sexual development of the individual is the result of a long-
drawn-out process of fluctuation between various positions and is
built up upon a great number of interconnected compromises
between his ego and his super-ego and between his ego and his id.
These compromises, being the result of his endeavour to master
anxiety, are themselves to a great extent an achievement of his ego.
Those which, in the girl, go to maintain her feminine role and which
find typical expression in her later sexual life and general behaviour

of a young woman who suddenly developed a great talent for painting por-
traits of women without ever having handled a brush before. I have tried to
show that what caused this sudden burst of artistic productivity was anxiety
emanating from her most profound danger-situations, and that painting
female portraits symbolized a sublimated restoration both of her mother's
body, which she had attacked in phantasy, and of her own, destruction of
which she anticipated out of dread of retaliation; so that in this way she was
able to allay fears arising from the deepest levels of her mind.
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